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Backgrounder
Lincoln lived in Central Illinois for 30 years. His career as a lawyer and politician took him to communities throughout the state, but particularly within the central Illinois area where he often traveled the 8th Judicial Circuit.  The Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition was created to help tell stories about Lincoln, about his relationships both political and personal and about the environment that shaped an eventual  president.  
Currently, Looking for Lincoln represents 12 communities and over 25 historic sites each with its own unique story to tell.  Participating sites are fully-operational and open to the public at least 5 days a week.  In addition to all of these sites, in 2005 the new Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum will open to the public.  A two-building complex, the library will consolidate the world’s largest collection of documentary material related to the life of the 16th President.  The museum will feature state-of-the-art exhibits, interactive displays, and multimedia programs.  
The Looking for Lincoln Heritage Coalition was designed with the museum in mind.  The museum programs and exhibits will create the interest and provide the background. The Looking for Lincoln program will make it easy for visitors, after they leave the museum, to find the real places, hear the real stories and explore Lincoln’s Illinois.
In Springfield visitors can tour the only home that Lincoln ever owned, walk from his law office on the square to an old capitol building where many of the highlights of his legal and political career took place; or stand at the depot where he stood as he bid farewell to his friends and then left for Washington; or pay respects to Lincoln’s memory at his Tomb in Oak Ridge Cemetery.  

From Springfield it is a short drive to New Salem where Lincoln began his life as political figure and learned the law; or to Mt. Pulaski where he practiced on the 8th Judicial Circuit; or to Bloomington where his mentor and political ally David Davis lived; or to Charleston to the farm once owned by his father; or from there to Vandalia and the first statehouse where Lincoln’s political life began.  These are just a few of the many significant places that made their impact on Lincoln.  Each place has a different story to tell and each story will help complete the picture of Lincoln’s life in Illinois.
Currently visitors can find more information the participating communities and historic sites by going to the Looking for Lincoln web site at www.lookingforlincoln.com or by calling 217-782-6817.

