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BLOOMINGTON NORMAL


David Davis State Historic Site


McLean County Historical Museum
Lincoln probably spent more time in Bloomington than any other city in Central Illinois outside of Springfield.  He had many close political and legal associates from this area, including David Davis whose influence on his legal career and run for the presidency were crucial to Lincoln’s success. A tour of the David Davis Mansion will reveal just how this happened as well as what life was like for a wealthy Victorian family.  The McLean County Museum of History rounds out the Lincoln story by introducing the city and the people that Lincoln would have known. Maps for walking tours featuring historical markers and notable architecture are available at the museum. Bloomington is 140 miles from downtown Chicago on I-55. 
For information:

Bloomington-Normal Area Convention and Visitors Bureau

1-800-433-8226

CHARLESTON


Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site


Reuben Moore State Historic Site


Shiloh Cemetery State Historic Site


Charleston Debate Museum
Among the early settlers of the Charleston area were Thomas and Sarah Bush Lincoln, Abraham Lincoln's father and stepmother, who lived south of town in a cabin on the Goosenet Prairie.  Although Abraham Lincoln was never a resident, he visited Charleston for business and pleasure with some regularity.  In the 1840s and 1850s, Lincoln tried many court cases in the county courthouse including the famous Matson Slave Trial in which he argued in favor of a local slave owner's rights.  In 1858, Charleston was the scene of the fourth Lincoln Douglas debate.  The aspiring politician Abraham Lincoln debated the issue of states rights and race relations in front of a crowd of 12,000 people.  It was to Charleston that Lincoln made his last trip from Springfield before going to Washington in 1861 to assume the burden of the presidency.  Lincoln's affection for the humble folk of Goosenest Prairie and Charleston remained strong throughout his life and did not lessen as he achieved prominence as a lawyer and statesman. Charleston is located is located just off I-57 and 20 miles from I-70.
For information:

Charleston Tourism Office

217-348-0430

DANVILLE


Dr. William Fithian Home


Vermilion County Historical Museum


Ward Hill Lamon Home
Abraham Lincoln practiced law in Danville from 1841 until 1859.  It was here he made his final address in Illinois from his train bound for Washington on February 11, 1861. The recently built, Vermilion County Museum was designed to replicate the courthouse that was here when Lincoln practiced law.  The building houses, many exhibits including a recreation of Lincoln’s Danville  Law Office. He frequently came to Danville in the 1850’s to practice law from this office he shared with Ward Hill Lamon.  The adjacent Fithian Home is also a Lincoln site and is on the National Register of Historic Places.  The 1855 Victorian mansion was the home of Dr. William Fithian, a good friend of Lincoln’s.  The home has the original room and bed Lincoln used during his many visits.  Just off the bedroom is a balcony where Lincoln once gave an informal speech in his stocking feet.  Danville is the first stop from the East coming from I-74.
For more information:

Danville Area Convention & Visitors Bureau

217-442-2096 or 800-383-4386

DECATUR


Macon County Historical Museum
Macon County has a rich Lincoln history and many Lincoln “firsts.” Decatur was the first Illinois home of the Abraham Lincoln family, he was first nominated for the presidency at the state Republican Party convention and he made his first political speech in downtown Decatur.  In addition when he road the circuit he tried several cases in Decatur. The log courthouse where those cases were heard still exists in the Prairie Village at the Macon County Historical Society Museum.  The museum also features a video called “Lincoln in Macon County” that tells the story of his relationship to this area.  Decatur is only 40 miles from Springfield on I-72. 
For Information:

Decatur Area Convention & Visitor Bureau

1800-331-4479
ELKHART

Under the Prairie Archeological Museum


Elkhart was founded in 1855 and one of the city’s most prominent citizens was John Dean Gillett who became known as the “Cattle King of the World” because of his skills in breading Shorthorn Cattle.  Gillett was a close personal friend of Lincoln’s as was his son-in-law, Governor Richard J. Oglesby, governor of Illinois in 1864, 1872 and 1884.  

Elkhart is a beautiful small community, immediately off I-55, with a current population of fewer than 500 people and a downtown that stretches over a whole block.  Governor Oglesby and John Dean Gillett are both buried in the Elkhart Cemetery, a small quiet tree-filled spot that includes a beautiful Gothic revival chapel. The Under the Prairie Museum is in the very center of downtown Elkhart in a restored building The Museum contains one of the largest pre-Civil War collections of archeological artifacts in the Midwest.   Many of these treasures have been excavated from around the immediate area and will enhance an understanding of the pioneer life of Lincoln and New Salem. Elkhart is right off I-55, 20 miles from Springfield, under 50 miles from Bloomington.
For more information:

Under the Prairie Museum

(217) 947-2522

GALESBURG


Knox College Old Main

Carl Sandburg State Historic Site

Lincoln’s connection to Galesburg is an important one. Old Main at Knox College, the site of the 5th Lincoln Douglas Debate, is the only original debate site still standing.  Large bronze tablets flank the east door, commemorating the debate.  Poet Carl Sandburg was born in Galesburg and his birthplace is open to the public.  Sandburg is associated with Lincoln because he is possibly the most famous of Lincoln scholars.   His early years in Galesburg helped to shape his literary talents and his life-long interest in Lincoln. Galesburg is 50 miles from Peoria on I-74.
For Information:
Galesburg Convention and Visitors Bureau

1-800-916-3330 
LINCOLN


Postville Court House State Historic Site


Lincoln College Museum
Abraham Lincoln has a special connection to Lincoln, Illinois.  Lincoln, known as the “namesake city” is the only town to be named after Lincoln before he became President.  In fact, he christened Lincoln with the juice of a watermelon.  He argued many cases at the Postville Court House while riding the 8th judicial circuit. City tourism officials offer a self-guided walking tour that includes the site of a failed plot to steal Lincoln’s corpse from Oak Ridge Cemetery in Springfield.  Lincoln College houses the Lincoln College Museum which contains rare Lincoln artifacts, including over 2,000 Lincoln volumes, manuscripts, art and related items of interest.  Lincoln is 35 miles from Springfield on I-55.  
For information:

A. Lincoln Tourism Bureau of Logan County
(217)732-8687

MT. PULASK


Mt. Pulaski Courthouse State Historic Site


Mt. Pulaski Historical Museum
Mt. Pulaski is surrounded by rich Illinois farmland.  All through Lincoln’s life his friends played an enormous role in his success as a lawyer and politician.  Many of these associations were created as he traveled from one courthouse to another on the 8th judicial circuit.  Mt. Pulaski is a place that provided him many of those important connections.  It is a small rural community with a wonderful old square that showcases the Mt. Pulaski courthouse where Lincoln spent much of his time.  This beautiful red brick Greek revival building is lovingly interpreted by a devoted group of Mt. Pulaski volunteers who also staff the Mt. Pulaski Museum and welcome center which is right across the square.  You will feel right at home and learn a lot about Lincoln at the same time. Mt. Pulaski is located in the country about 25 miles from either Springfield or Decatur. 
For information:

Mt. Pulaski Visitor and Information Bureau

217) 792-3222 or 792-5657.  
PETERSBURG


New Salem State Historic Site
Petersburg is a scant two miles north of New Salem.  When Petersburg became the county seat, New Salem residents moved to this new county seat and New Salem gradually disappeared.  There are many former residents of New Salem who are buried in Oakland Cemetery including Ann Rutledge who was reputed to be Lincoln’s sweetheart.  This tranquil old cemetery is just one of several in the area that date back to the 1800’s.  Edgar Lee Masters who wrote about Lincoln and the many inhabitants of New Salem was a resident of Petersburg and his home is still standing.  Masters is also buried in Oakland Cemetery.
For information:  

Petersburg Chamber of Commerce 

217-632-7363. 

SPRINGFIELD


Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum (2005)


Lincoln Home National Historic Site


Old State Capitol State Historic Site


Lincoln Law Office State Historic Site


Lincoln Depot (Great Western Depot)


Lincoln Tomb State Historic Site

This is the heart of Lincoln country. Lincoln lived in Springfield from 1837 until 1861.  In his 24 years here, the people of city had an enormous impact on his life. While visiting Lincoln’s Home, the Old State Capitol, Lincoln’s Law offices and the Lincoln Depot, visitor will begin to understand how this man grew from a fledgling lawyer to a President.  Springfield provides insights into Lincoln’s personal life as well as his political career. Mary Lincoln insisted that Lincoln must be buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery because this community meant so much to him. In addition to a number of Lincoln related historic sites, Springfield recently installed a street-side exhibit program.  Visitors can stop and read over 30 story boards place throughout the downtown area.  The program is called “Here I have lived” and describes the people and places that Lincoln would have known when he lived here. Springfield is on I-55, 200 miles from downtown Chicago and 100 miles from St. Louis.
For Information:

Springfield Convention & Visitors Bureau

1-800-545-7300
TAYLORVILLE


Christian County Historical Museum

Taylorville is often referred to as “the last stop” because when Lincoln and his fellow lawyers, including Stephen A. Douglas,  rode the 8th judicial circuit Taylorville was frequently  the last place they stopped before going back to Springfield.  The old courthouse that was the site of many Lincoln trials has been preserved at the Christian County Historical Museum.  This 1839 building has been totally restored in appearance using the original specifications for construction.  Interior furnishings echo other old courtrooms of the period.  The museum complex also includes other buildings of the period as well as a local history museum. Taylorville is just 27 miles from Springfield.For information:
Taylorville Tourism Council

217-824-4919
VANDALIA


Vandalia Statehouse State Historic Site
This is the place where Lincoln officially started his political career when he was elected the state legislator from New Salem in 1834.  The city was the state capitol from 1820 to 1839 when it was then moved to Springfield.  The vote to make Springfield the capital was a controversial one and Lincoln played an important part in that effort.  The Vandalia Statehouse is an elegant structure in the federal style, which was built by city residents in a failed attempt to keep the capital in Vandalia.   All three branches of state government were contained in this building for the first time in the state’s history.  Across from this imposing building is a small pocket park where visitors can take a photo of Lincoln sitting with the capitol in the background. Vandalia is located at the junction of I-70, US-51 and I-85.  

For information:

Vandalia Chamber of Commerce

618-283-2728
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