Looking for Lincoln Historic Site Descriptions
BLOOMINGTON

David Davis Mansion State Historic Site

This spectacular 19th Century Victorian Mansion, restored to its original splendor, was once owned by Judge David Davis and his wife Sarah.  Davis was a close personal and professional friend to Abraham Lincoln and was responsible, in part for Lincoln’s success in obtaining the Republican nomination.    He later played an important part in Mary’s troubled life after Lincoln’s assassination.  The interpretation of the home includes Lincoln history and a window into the social and political life of the years when Lincoln was in central Illinois.
McLean County History Museum

Housed in a magnificent old courthouse that is on the National Register of Historic Places, the museum tells stories of the people of McLean County including many who would have known Lincoln. A permanent exhibit, “Encounter on the Prairie,” exemplifies the theme of the museum through four galleries:  People, work, politics and farming.  In addition, the museum also features changing exhibits that explore subjects like Central Illinois and the Civil War plus periodic national traveling exhibits.   

CHARLESTON

Lincoln Douglas Debate Museum

This new museum is the only one in Illinois that retraces the senatorial debates of 1858 between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas.  One of these debates took place in Charleston on this spot.  The museum addresses the significance of the debates, what the issues were and how these important dialogues affected the country.  Using exhibits, interactive displays, audio selections, artifacts and photos, the story of the Lincoln Douglas Debates is told in an interesting and compelling way.  The museum also includes a children’s hands-on area, a gift shop and a life-size sculpture of Lincoln and Douglas. 

Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site

Lincoln Log Cabin, 10 miles from downtown Charleston,  was the home of Thomas and Sarah Bush Lincoln, father and stepmother of a future president.  This is the last home that his father owned.  Today the site includes a working, living history farm developed around a two-room cabin.  Nearby is a second farmstead, the Stephen Sargent Farm.  It was moved to this site in order to help visitors understand rural life in Illinois during the 1840’s and enable them to compare two different farms.  The site also offers a broad array of interpretive programs, a beautiful visitor center and museum and gift shop. 
Reuben Moore State Historic Site

The Moore Home was the site of a celebration dinner on January 31, 1861 honoring Abraham Lincoln’s election to the presidency.  This was the last time Lincoln was to visit with his extended family. The Moore Home is a 3 minute drive from the Lincoln Log Cabin.
Shiloh Church & Cemetery State Memorial

Not far from the Lincoln Log Cabin State Historic Site is Shiloh Cemetery.  Lincoln’s father, Thomas Lincoln and step-mother, Sarah Bush Lincoln are buried here near a beautiful old brick country church.  This site is very typical of the isolated small family cemeteries that are scattered throughout rural Illinois. 
DANVILLE

Dr. Fifthian Home

Dr. William Fifthian was Danville’s most prominent physician during most of the 19th Century.  The house that he built is still standing and is part of the Vermillion County Museum Complex.  Lincoln was known to have spent time in this home as Dr. Fithian was not only a doctor, but was also very active in Vermilion County politics.  In 1858, during the senate campaign, Lincoln made an impromptu speech from the second floor balcony outside the bedroom that he frequently occupied.  The house contains a bed that Lincoln slept in that night.   The home is located next to the newly completed Vermilion County Museum.   

The Vermilion County Museum
Completed in 2002, this reproduction of an early Danville court house tells of  Danville’s rich Lincoln history. He tried over 200 cases in the courts here and had many friends in this community.  As visitors enter the museum, the first thing they see is an imposing statue that represents the Lincoln that his friends from Danville would have recognized.  The museum also houses a recreation of the law office that Danville attorney Ward Hill Lamon shared with Lincoln, and includes a desk that Lincoln actually used.  There are many other fine exhibits in this museum that reflect the history of Vermilion County.  

DECATUR

Macon County Historical Museum Complex

This five-acre site contains a number of buildings that help to interpret the heritage of the area.  Called the Prairie Village, this complex contains the Mueller Gun Shop, which by means of a recently produced video retraces Lincoln’s history in Macon County.  An old Log Court House, originally on another site was saved and moved to this property.  It is significant because Lincoln tried two cases in this building.  The structure is typical of the early crude frontier courthouses that were typical in small communities throughout Illinois.
ELKHART

Under The Prairie Archeological Museum
This incredible museum features the largest display of frontier-period archaeological artifacts in Illinois.  Located immediately off of I-55 and midway between Mt. Pulaski and New Salem, the museum provides a glimpse into the everyday lives of the pioneers who settled central Illinois.  It is a perfect compliment to a visit to New Salem.  The museum is part of the Sangamo Archaeological Center, also located here. The focus of the center is to study archaeological sites in Illinois and to salvage and study the pieces of our history that risk being lost forever.  Adjacent to the museum is the Bluestem Bakery, the perfect place for a lunch stop or a mid-day refreshment break.  This lovely little restaurant specializes in a wide variety of home- baked goods and excellent lunches. 

GALESBURG

Carl Sandburg State Historic Site

Author-poet Carl Sandburg was born here in a modest three-room cottage on January 6, 1878.  The home reflects typical living conditions of a late-nineteenth century working class family.  Many of the furnishings once belonged to the Sandburg family.  Behind the home is a small wooded park that features a simple memorial to the poet.  Sandburg’s ashes were returned, as he had requested, to his Galesburg birthplace.  They were placed in the park under a granite boulder called Remembrance Rock.  Next to Sandburg’s birthplace is a visitor center which features a film about Sandburg and a variety of exhibits which recount important details of his life.  

Knox College – Lincoln Douglas Debate Site

Built in 1857, “Old Main” located on the Knox College Campus, is best known as the site of a Lincoln-Douglas debate that took place on October 7, 1858. Old Main is the only one of the eight debate sites still standing.   The building itself played a role:  the speakers’ platform blocked the east door, forcing Lincoln and Douglas to climb through a window to reach their seats.  Lincoln is said to have joked that he had finally “gone through college.”  Large bronze tablets by sculptor Arvid Fairbanks now flank the east door, commemorating the debate.  The site can be viewed at anytime and is located at the east end of “Old Main.”  

LINCOLN

Postville Courthouse State Historic Site

The Postville Courthouse is a rugged looking brown frame building that was originally completed in 1840 and was the seat of Logan County Government from 1840 to 1848 until the county seat was moved to nearby Mt. Pulaski.  The original building was purchase by Henry Ford for Greenfield Village in Michigan. Later the State of Illinois constructed a replica, which was finished in 1953.  The building is interpreted as a working county court house and showcases the typical activities of county government during the mid 1800’s.  The first floor has an exhibit on the eighth Judicial Circuit and the second floor houses a courtroom and offices furnished as they might have been when Lincoln was there.  

Lincoln College Museum

This Museum contains a remarkable collection of Lincoln related artifacts and documents including gifts of the Beckwith family.  Robert Todd Lincoln Beckwith, the last living descendant of Lincoln donated a number of articles belonging to Mary Lincoln – china, books and mourning clothing.  Hundreds of documents relating to Lincoln can also be found at the museum including the original Lincoln town charter drawn up by him, a legal document signed with an “x” by his father and an invitation to the 1865 inaugural ball.  In addition, there is correspondence from Lincoln, nearly every member of his cabinet and military leaders during the Civil War. The museum is located on the campus of Lincoln College very near to downtown Lincoln.

Looking for Lincoln Interpretive Exhibit

Lincoln is the first community to be named after Abraham Lincoln and he actually participated in the christening of the city.  In 1853 using the juice of a watermelon that was to be eaten as part of the celebration, he officially named the city Lincoln. Now an Amtrak Depot stands on the spot where this took place and it is recounted by a Looking for Lincoln interpretive exhibit that describes the event with text and illustrations. 

MT. PULASKI

Mt. Pulaski Courthouse State Historic Site

This courthouse is only one of two surviving eighth Judicial Circuit courthouse in Illinois and the only one that is restored, furnished and interpreted as an operating 1850’s courthouse.  A beautiful red brick Greek revival building, it sits in the middle of a typical small town Illinois square, surrounded by many lovely old buildings.  Mt. Pulaski was the seat of Logan County Government from 1848-1855, but the railroad came to nearby Lincoln and the county seat moved.  Lincoln had many friends in Mt. Pulaski, but the court records were lost in a fire, so there is little known about his specific cases there.  However, records still remain for two important patent cases that were tried by him in this building. 

Mt. Pulaski Historical Society and Welcome Center
The Historical Society Museum is directly across the square from the Mt. Pulaski Courthouse.  This museum is interpreted by volunteers that have a passion for their community’s rich local history and a wealth of stories about Lincoln and his friends in Mt. Pulaski. The Mt. Pulaski Square also includes several shops and a restaurant.  
PETERSBURG

New Salem State Historic Site

New Salem is a 23-building log-village surrounded by split rail fences and situated in a beautiful 700-acre park.  Lincoln came to New Salem in 1831 and left in 1837.  He came almost by accident and left after 6 years a legislator and a young man beginning his legal career.  New Salem and the people there had a significant impact on the direction his life took.   A trip to New Salem reveals the young Lincoln, but it also recreates the hard prairie life of rural Illinois in the 1830’s.  Interpreters in period dress often demonstrate the daily tasks and chores of these pioneers who lived here.  The site includes a visitor center that houses a small museum and provides an orientation film to the village. The park contains picnic facilities, campgrounds, hiking trails and two restaurants.   

SPRINGFIELD

Lincoln Home National Historic Site

The Lincoln Home is the only one that Lincoln ever owned.  He and his family lived here from 1844 until they left for Washington in 1861.  A tour of the home and the surrounding 4-block area provides a glimpse into Lincoln’s family life. This is the place to learn about his children, his relationship with his wife Mary and what he meant to his neighbors and friends.  The site which looks much as it did in the mid-1800’s includes a visitors center and several restored homes that provide exhibits and photographs which further tell the story of the Lincoln’s in Springfield.  

Old State Capitol State Historic Site

This majestic structure with its imposing porticoes is an exact replica of the state capitol building as it was when Lincoln lived and worked in Springfield.  It is here that he practiced law before the Supreme Court, spent hours with his professional associates in the law library, served as a legislator and most importantly in 1858 gave his famous “House Divided Speech.”  It is also here that his body lay in state when he was brought back to Springfield for burial.   In the 1960’s what remained of the original building was raised and a scrupulously researched reproduction was created in its place.  A few original pieces are mixed with antique furniture and artifacts, successfully recreating the building, as Lincoln would have known it.
Lincoln Herndon Law Office State Historic Site
Lincoln moved his law practice to several buildings during his career in Springfield.  This is the only one still standing where he practiced law.  Lincoln moved into the building in 1843 and William Herndon became his partner in 1844.  They practiced here until 1852 when they moved to another building which no longer exists.  A second story window looks directly across the square at the Old State Capitol.  The building also contains the only Federal Court in Illinois between 1840 and 1848.  Rooms filled with clutter and an odd assortment of makeshift furniture vividly recreate what professional life was like at a time when Lincoln was regarded as a very successful attorney. 

Lincoln Depot (Great Western Depot)

When Lincoln left Washington to become President of a county that was rapidly falling apart, he left behind many close friends and associates.  They came to the depot the day he left Springfield.  As a result of this gesture of affection, he gave an impromptu but very moving speech of farewell, which expressed his regard for this community and his many friends in Springfield.  A tour of the building offers a video depiction of that emotional speech and of events that were taking place in the country as Lincoln traveled by train to Washington. 

Lincoln Tomb State Historic Site

Lincoln and Mary attended the dedication of Oak Ridge Cemetery while they still lived in Springfield. They were both impressed by the beauty and tranquility of the setting, so Mary insisted that Lincoln be buried at Oak Ridge when he was returned to Springfield.  The magnificent and imposing structure designed by world-famous sculpture Larkin Mead stands on a slight rise and provides a dramatic image as visitors enter the cemetery. The Tomb contains the remains of the entire family with the exception of Robert who is buried at Arlington Cemetery.  During the summer each Tuesday, the 114th Reactive Civil War Infantry Unit performs a moving retreat ceremony in front of the Tomb. 
TAYLORVILLE

The Christian County Historical Museum and Lincoln Courthouse

In the 1840’s and 1850’s when Abraham Lincoln rode the 8th judicial circuit, the last stop was in Taylorville, Illinois.  While not in its original location on the city square, the first Christian County Courthouse still exists and is now part of The Christian County Historical Museum.  The white frame building was built in 1839 and was restored using original specifications for construction.  The simple almost crude interior furnishings echo courtrooms of the period when the practice of law was less formal than it is today.  The Historical Museum grounds also include a one-room schoolhouse, an 1800’s train depot, a log house dating to the 1820’s and several buildings that include an amazing array of exhibits and artifacts.     

VANDALIA

Vandalia Statehouse State Historic Site

Lincoln spent his first years as a legislator in Vandalia which was the capital of Illinois from 1820 to 1839.  He began to hone his skills as a legislator and an orator and it is here that his fellow legislators began to recognize his leadership skills.  The building is an imposing white-painted Federal-style brick structure situated on an attractive public square in downtown Vandalia.  Totally restored and appropriately furnished, a tour of this building is a lesson in the early politics of Illinois and Lincoln’s place in that story.  
Vandalia Lincoln Park
Directly across from the Vandalia Statehouse is a lovely small pocket park.  A good place to stop for a quick rest, the park features a statue of Lincoln, resting on a bench.  It is possible to sit with him for a moment and even have your photo taken with the impressive statehouse as background. 

For more information contact: Nicky Stratton, 217-782-6817 or nstratton@lookingforlincoln.com 
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